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the theme of clearing your mind of cant about politics and patrio-
tism. Alainism, Maurrasism were admirable doctrines for the
irresponsible young men who wanted to shine or score. They were
also, perhaps unconsciously, contributors to the deadly illusion
that any policy, any political philosophy was possible for France that
did not take daily vigilant account of the outside world. Maurras
sinned by looking at that world through the spectacles of his
increasingly outmoded Latin, Ultramontane, monarchical doctrine.
He lived far more in the clouds than did the enemies he was
denouncing as romantics,
Alain did not look outside at all. He was content to assume that
what was adequate for Rouen was adequate for the rest of the
world. While Maurras unconsciously revealed the grave limitations
of his knowledge of books and men, Alain rejoiced it) his. And only
by reading the later aphoristic collections, things like the Propos
d'ficonomiqiie, can the disastrous limitations of Alainism be appre-
ciated. It was no great tribute to the clarity of the French mind
that the propaganda of the front populaire (a movement which, if it
meant anything, meant planning, authority, external and internal
vigilance, all animated by passionate faith) should have made of
Alain one of its symbolic figures, should have linked his name with
that of Langevin as one of the glories of the renovated republic.
For it must never be forgotten that Alain, this clenigrator of
established authority, this preacher of systematic doubt, was an
official of one of the most important republican corporations, the
University. He was a paid philosopher, provided in his lyc&e at
Rouen and then in Paris with a succession of brilliant young men
to impress, to seduce, to sharpen his wits on and build his great
prestige on. For all his ostentatious scorn for the oUieial hierarchies,
"Monsieur Alain" was a great figure in the Latin Quarter. Could
there be very much wrong with a political system that not merely
allowed the sons of small tradesmen to become ministers (and,
often, to be seduced in the process) but paid and honoured a
sophist for illustrating, in a few ingeniously varied forms, the thesis
of Doctor Johnson that "most schemes of political improvement
are very laughable things" ? That the powers that be should do as
they were bound to do, and that people like Alain should be free to
say what they liked about them, this was, for some, the essence of
republicanism, a weak state subject to incessant criticism, one that